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al Highway - Administration. That

report made three critical findings:
(TOhe principle finding is that dramatic

improvement over the current formula, is

- not likely to be achieved.

In short, no compelling case could be
made for endorsing any specific change in
the current formula at this time.”

“Statewide fuel consumption does not nec-
essarily reflect interstate use. Often diesel
bought.in one State is used by trucks travel-
ing through another State.” “Reporting sys-
tems are not uniform among States (for de-
termining fuel usage)” and “statewide con-
sumption of gasoline does not necessarily re-
flect use, condition or need.”

Secretary Dole stated similar con-
cerns with the gascline and diesel fuel
factors in a letter dated September 10,
1985. 1t is clear that the conditions
have not changed markedly since the
release of the 1983 study and it would
be unwise to effect a change in the
formula at this time. The current for-
mula is equitable and should be re-
tained.

‘While the rest of the bill is good and
necessary and should be passed, I am
hopeful that before this important
legislation is approved by the Congress
section 107 will be changed so the cur-
rent allocation formula can be main-
tained.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to have
the attention of the gentleman from
New Jersey for the purpose of enter-
ing into a colloquy.

~Mr. Howarp, I am deeply concerned
about section 107 of this legislation
which revises the formula for the dis-
tribution of funds for restoration, re-
surfacing, rehabilitating, and recon-
siructing the Interstate System. My
State and 28 others will lose a signifi-
cant amount of funding under this
change. We strongly oppose this revi-
sion. But, I recognize that the votes
are not favorable in the House to
changing this provision. However, I
also note that the Senate bill makes
no change in the 4R formula. Is that
the gentieman’s understanding?

Mr. HOWARD. If the gentleman
will yield, the gentleman from Utah is
correct. The bill reported from the
Senate committee does not change the
formula.

Mr. MONSON. I would ask the gen-
tleman if he would look favorably on
the Senate approach when this bill
goes to conference?

Mr. HOWARD. We know that com-
promise is always necessary in the leg-
islative process. I assure the gentle-
man we will look at his concerns.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentieman yield?

Mr. MONSON. 1 yield to the gentle-
man from Pennsylvania.

NMr. SHUSTER. Mr.
thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

Mr.- Chairman, I would say that
while cur committee strongly support-
ed the formula change, we recognize
there is going to have to be compro-
mise with the other body, and we will
approach this issue in the spirit of
compromise.

Chairman, I1-
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Mr. MONSGN. Mr. Chairinan, I

‘thank the gentleman from Pennsylva-

nia, and 1 appreciate very much their
willingness to consider this important
matter, because it does aifect so many
States in our country and their ability
to maintain the interstate highway
system.

Mr. OBERSTAR.. Mr. Chairman, I
move to strike the requisite number of
words.

Mr. Chairman, I take this time to
discuss with the chairman of the Sub-
commitiee on Surface Transportation
and the ranking member a matter in-
volving the study required in section
153 of the Surface Transportation Act,
for a study of the bridge formula.

I just want to make it clear that as
the Transportaticn Research Board
goes forward with the study required
under this legislation, that the board
will consult with truck manufacturers
in a very impoertant matter that our
Subcommittee on Investigations and
Oversight has had under review for
some time, and that is the location of
the front steering axle.

I feel it is very important, and I.

hope the chairman and the ranking
member will concur, that the report
should address whether there are in-
fluences restricting vehicle maneuver-
ability, ride quality of the truck, safe
entry and exit access by operators and
other related matters, rideability, and
so forth.

Would it be the chairman’s view that

the Transportation Research Board:

should consult, should bring those fac-
tors into this report, so that they
could be fully evaiuated by the Public
Works and Transportation Committee
at the apprepriate time.

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr.
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, in
listening to the gentleman’s remarks
and the notes I have here on the gen-
tieman’s remarks, it is certainly a pos-

Chairman,

-sibility, what the gentleman is suggest-

ing. I suppose I could almost say yes,
but it is surely a possibility.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. OBERSTAR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

‘Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, I cer-
tainly concur with my good friend, the
gentleman from Minnesota.

AMENDMENTS OFFERED BY MR. PETRI

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Chairman, I offer
several amendments.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendments offered by Mr. Perai: Page
223, line 9, strike out ‘“‘architectural”.

Page 223, line 10, strike out “and” and
insert in lieu thereof *, or architectural”.

Page 148, strike out line 20 and all that
follows through line 13 on page 149.

Redesignate the subsequent sections of
title I accordingly. Conform the table of
contents accordingly.

Page 34, line 11, strike out “architectur-
al”. .

Page 34, line 12, strike out “and” and
insert in lieu thereof *, or architectural”.
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Mr. PETRI (during the reading). Mr.
Chairman, I ask unanimous consent
that the amendments be considered as
read and printed in the REcorp, and
that they be considered en bloc.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Wisconsin?

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Chairman, re-
serving the right to object, and I shall
not object, I would simply say that
these are simply technical amend-
ments which bring the bill in conform-
ity, correcting some typographical
errors. I understand there is no prob-
lem with them.

Mr. Chairman, I withdraw by reser-
vation of objection.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is
there cbjection. to the request of the
gentleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Chairman, these are
technical amendments, and I believe
they are acceptable to both sides.

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, if
the gentleman will yield, we accept the
amendments.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
question is on the amendments offered
by the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr
PETRI].

The amendments were agreed to.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR, WAXMAN

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendment offered by Mr. Waxman: Page
240, strike line 8 and all that follows
through line 3 on page 241 and insert:

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall not enter into any
contract with the Southern California
Rapid Transit District to fund construction
of the Minimum Operable Segment-1 until
completion of a supplemental environmen-
tal impact statement for the entire Down-
town Los Angeles to the San Fernando
Valley Metro Rail Project and until such
construction is authorized by an Act of Con-
gress enacted after the date of enactment of
this Act.

Mr. WAXMAN (during the reading).
Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be consid-
ered as read and printed in the
RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman and
my colleagues, I -have a very unusual
request to make. I am offering an
amendment to strike the funds for a
Metrorail subway system that is 90
percent within my district.

I come to you as a former supporter
of this system, because I know that a
city like Los Angeles, with all the con-
gestion and traffic we have, needs
something other-than relying on auto-
mobiles to get us around. We need a
rapid transit system.

But I supported this subway system
until one day an explosion took place
in the Fairfax area of Los Angeles.
And when the city looked at the
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reason for that explosion, they said
there was a methane gas pocket, and
when the methane gas got to a certain
level, it became explosive.

We turned to the Metrorail people
and said, how can you plan a tunnel
through a methane gas area? They
came back and said they thought they
could do it safely.

We set up a commission to look at
the problems in one part of the
system. We looked at the problems in
others. There are some experts who
say do not worry. A lot of technicians
will say, we can handle it. Some of the
technical people have said to us, this
whole system is fraught with peril.

Now the Metrorail system in Los An-
geles has taken on a life of its own.
People are not asking is it safe. They
want to assume it is safe because they
want to get started. What they are
asking to do is to get started by the
end of this year on the first segment,
the first 4 miles of the subway. They
want to start tunneling, notwithstand-
ing they may tunnel into an earth-
quake fault, a methane gas pocket, an
abandoned oil well, and kill the work-
ers on that project. They want to get
started. .

Why do they want to get started?
They want to get started so that they
can come back and say, “We have al-
ready started. Continue to put money
into the system.”

0 1440

. That does not strike me as a respon-
sible way for the rapid transit people
in Los Angeles to act or for Members
of Congress in supporting the needed
authorization and appropriation for
money for the project. )

What we are seeking to do is to have
UMTA stop moving forward with this
system. It does not make sense to start
a system when we do not know where
it is going; they have not even com-
pleted the route. They have not done
the environmental impaect statement
on the rest of the route. They are
looking at several options.

We insisted, by the way, in the ap-
propriations bill last year that they
avoid that area where there was the
explosion. So now they are avoiding
that area, but they are planning to
tunnel through areas that are equally
as dangerous as that area. Three of
the four routes they are looking at
would tunnel through earthquake
faults, methane gas pockets, et cetera.

Let us not throw a billion dollars
into this thing and start a construe-
tion that will then take on even more
of a life of its own unti! we have estab-
lished that they have done all the en-
vironmental studies, that the whole
thing makes sense and that it is going
to be economically feasible.

My concerns at first were about the
safety because of the explosion. Be-
cause of the earthquake fauits and the
methane gas. But I must tell you I
have very deep misgivings about the
whole system and whether they ought
to go forward at all on the route they
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have selected in their transportation
patterns, whether they are going to
have the ridership to justify it.

I want to point out this system they
envision is the most expensive subway
system in the world. There is nothing
that has been built that is as expen-
sive as this one is projected to be. I
also want to point out there has never
been a subway system in as dangerous
an area as they would have us tunnel
if they can get these funds to go for-
ward.

We have appropriated money for the
first segment; they can continue doing
their research on alternative routes;
they can continue to look for safer
ways and safer alternatives to what
they are planning. But this bill would
mandate that there must be a contract
between the Urban Mass Transit Au-
thority and the LA people, not after
their envirenmental impact study has
been approved, but only after it is
filed. Six months later, no maiter
what the  circumstances were, we
would have to have a contract already
signed. This bill would insist upon it
and demand it of the Urban Mass
Transit Authority.

I think this is premature to have a
contract for the remaining part of this
subway and they have not even fig-
ured out where they are going. My
message to the Members is: Do not
spend a billion dollars digging a hole
for a subway system where we do not
know where it is going, we do not
know if it is going to make any sense
when it is completed, and we may end
up blowing up the workers and the
riders in the subway system.

Many of my friends, good friends, in
the Los Angeles delegation are going
to come here and oppose this amend-
ment because they are committed to

-it; we have a difference of views. But I

do want to point out thgt this subway
system, except for that first segment,
which is Congressman RoOYBAL’S dis-

trict, is 90 percent in my congressional :

district. The people in my district are
telling me: “Do not do it. Do not start
it.” They do not have confidence in
the RTD and they do not have confi-
dence in this metro system itself. They
do not want to have the communities
and neighborhoods disrupted and they
are urging me to urge the Members
not to start something until we know
it makes sense to go forward and
finish.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the adoption
of this amendment.

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I
rise in strong opposition to the gentle-
man’s amendment.

Mr. Chairman, Los Angeles is the
only city of its size in the world that
does not have a rail transit system.
Yet this city has a demonstrated need
for efficient rail transit.

Los Angeles, has an urbanized popu-
lation of 9.4 million and is the second
most populous urban area in the coun-
try. Population projections indicate
that it will increase by another 2 to 3.5
million people by the year 2000. So, if
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you take the city of Houston, and set
it on top of what we already have in
Los Angeles, you'd have an idea of
what the Los Angeles area is going to
look like in 15 years. And a large pro-
portion of the growing population is
composed of elderly people and minor-
ity groups who are generally transit-
dependent. »

The Wilshire corridor, where the
18.6 mile Metrorail project is to be
constructed, is the most densely devel-
oped corridor west of New York City
in the United States. New York City
has over 200 miles of subway to service
its densely developed areas. L.A., how-
ever, has no rail .transit. And future
growth in the corridor will increase
densities considerably. The 15 to 20
million square feet of commercial de-
velopment that is scheduled for com-
pletion by 1990 alone will bring an
additional 120,000 people downtown
everyday.

This concentration of population
and employment has produced such
severe congestion that during peak
commuter periods traffic on freeways
signed at 55 miles per hour iravels at
15 to 25 miles per hour. By the year
2000 these speeds will be reduced to
between 5 to 10 miles per hour. Three
8-lane highways would be required to
handle the amount of travel that has
been projected.

Phenomenal increases in the use of
public transportation over the last 10
years reflect a strong demand for tran-
sit service and a willingness on the
part of people to use public transpor-
tation. Annual increases of between
30,000 to 40,000 additional daily riders
in recent years have resulted in a total
of 200,000 daily transit riders in the
Wilshire corridor today.

The L.A. Metrorail project provides
one part of the only realistic solution
to the serious transportation problems
in this corridor and the demand that
exists for transit service. Once metro-
rail is constructed 100,000 fewer cars
will be required on the streets of the
Wilshire corridor. The rail system will
provide 275,000 rides a day with a
means of transportation. )

The metrorail project has consist-
ently been judged by the administra-
tion to be the most cost-effective raijl
project in the entire nation. The
project meets all the rigorous trans-
portation and financial standards es-
tablished by administration transit ex-
perts. In terms of ridership, local fiscal
commitment and private sector par-
ticipation, the metrorail is superior to
every other project in the country.

The consistent and widespread sup-
port that the L.A. Metrorail has re-
ceived over the years, and throughout
the continued and detailed scrutiny
that it has undergone, cannot and
should not be ignored. The Governor
of California, George Deukmejian (see
attached telegram), supports the
project and remains strong in his com-
mitment of $400 million in State funds
for it. Senator CransToN, Senator
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WiLson, Mayor Tom Bradley, and
most of us in our very diverse congres-
sional delegation eﬂthuSJastlcally sup-
port the metrorail.

And the people in the area showed
their support by voting for a special
one-half cent increase in the county
sales tax, a portion of which was dedi-
cated to funding a rail transit system.
Even the Reagan administration rec-
ognizes the merits of this project. On
July 11 the Department of Transpor-
tation announced that an agreement
had been reached to sign a full fund-
ing contract with SCRTD to begin
construction of this first segment of
metrorail.

Can we ignore the support of so
many and well-informed groups and
individuals? I urge defeat of the
amendment.

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, I
move to strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of
the gentleman’s amendment. As my
colleagues will recall, over the past 4
vears or so I have been coming to the
floor with similar amendments to
oppose this project. Initially I was
alone; there was no other local public
official who supported my position.
But the reason that I opposed it was
because I had studied the route, I had
taken a look at the Department of In-
terior maps, I had seen the under-
ground oil wells and methane pockets,
I had taken a look at the studies re-
garding the numbers of people  that
were going to be riding this route and
determined along with a number of in-
dependent exports who specialize in
this field that this prOJect simply
should not be built.

0 1450

. Now, initially we are talking about a
project that supposedly, for an 18%-
mile system, was going to cost $1.1 bil-
lion. Even though construction has
not even started, over the past few
vears that estimate has changed radi-
cally. Today we are told the first 4
miles will cost $1.1 billion, and who
knows what the balance of it is going
to cost, because, very frankly, nobody
knows where the system is going.

That is part of the reason why the
supporters of this system believe they
have got. to ramrod this thing
through. They have got to guarantee
that millions of taxpayer dollars are
being funneled into this system be-
cause they do not know what they are
going to actually end up having and
whether or not they are actually going
to be able to persuade logical Members
of the House who have to make deci-
sions based upon Gramm-Rudman in
th.e fiscal reality of today to support
it. So they are trying to jam the entire
project through, forcing approval of
environmental impact reports, because
they do not even have any idea of
where it is going to go.

There has been some discussion
about some -of the additional costs
that would occur as a result of the
safety recommendations of the special
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investigative study done by a panel of

experts which was put together not
before the project was approved by
the Congress but after the methane
gas explosion, which injured 22
people. The guestion was asked as to

what the cost of these construction

changes was going to be, and I would
like to quote from a colloquy that
went on between one of my colleagues,
the gentleman from Pennsylvania
[Mr. CougHLIN], in committee and the
general manager of the RTD who was
responding to a question about what
some of these costs may be, and he
said this: “The total estimated cost is
not more than $5 to $6 million.” Now,
we are talking about major structural
requxrements

He is saying that it is only going to
cost $5 to $6 million, and that it could
be less than that.

I continue to quote: “The difficulty
is we don’t know exactly what the cost
of some of the construction ones are
until we get into it.”

In response to that, I talked with
one of the experts who served on the
panel because that seemed like an ex-
tremely low level of expenditure given
the enormous challenge since they

were going to go from a plastic liner to
perhaps a steel liner to try to prevent

any penetration of gas while the tun-
neling and subsequent operation of
the subway was taking place.

And he said this: “While we were
prohibited by mandate from discussing
any questions of subway cost * * *.'—
they did not have the courage to let
the discussion of the actual costs go on
in this committee because they knew
they would be prohibitive; now, they
go on to say, and I quote:

Our attention was directed to the issue of
expense a number of times because of the
recognition by individual committee mem-
bers that our recommendations as well as
those of the in house committee would have
a substantial impact on the overall cost of
the project, if they were implemented in the
serious way we contemplated.

It is therefore with some sense of surprise
and chagrin that 1 have been informed that
John Dyer, general manager of the SCRTD,
testified befere your committee that com-
plete implementation of all recommenda-
tions would not exceed $6 million. :

That figure indicates that either the

SCRTD does not take seriously our findings.

or that they have no- intention of imple-
menting these findings in the manner con-
templated. The committee findings include
several items which could affect the entire
project.

In addition to that the Pxeszdent
has consistently opposed this project
and recently was quoted on the air
saying this: -

Let’s face it, there’s a ton of fat in this
trillion dollar government. I'm talking about
government spending over $2 billion for a
Los Angeles transit system, about as much
as government collects in revenues from all
the individual income taxpayers from the
State of Mississippi alone.

As far as the route itself is con-

cerned, not only is there not agree- .

ment cn where they are headed, but in
the Los Angeles Times recently, on
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May 21, they talked about what kind
of a route might go from one end of
this 4-mile system to the other, and
the Times heads a statement in the
newspaper: “Favored Metro Rail path
most attacked.”

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr.
TraXLER). The time of the gentiewom-
an from California [Ms. FiEDLER] has
expired.

(On request of Mr. WAXMAN, and by
unanimous consent, Ms. FIEDLER was
allowed to proceed for 3 additional
minutes.)

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chaxrman. in ad-
dition to these points, there is the fact
that they do not know where they are
going, and they do not really know
what it is going to cost if they do not
know where they are going because
they are talking about its being possi-
bly underground for part of the way
and possibly above ground for part of
the way, and they will find out when
they get there. ’

In addition to that, they have al-
ready begun to waste some of our tax-

_payers’ money on this project. I refer-

ence another article in the Los Ange-
les Times this week about the Metro-
rail system. Now, remember, this
project has not been finally funded
and an agreement has not been made.
They are talking about spending a
half million dollars alone on art work
for the subway system. It seems to me
that if they cannot figure out what
the cost is going to be for the actual
construction and safety requirements
that have been suggested by the spe-
cial technical committee but they can
spend their time figuring out how to
waste a half million dollars on . art
work, they are really running in the
wrong direction and it would be very
unwise of this House to approve this
system today without adopting the
Waxman amendment, which, I believe,
will provide the necessary protections
for future approval if the House
should deem it necessary.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentlewoman yield to me?

Ms. FIEDLER. Yes, I yield to the
gentleman from California.

‘Mr. WAXMAN. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding.

The gentlewoman does speak cor-
rectly when she indicates that she
alone opposed this Metrorail system
several years ago and the rest of us
supported it. I am pleased now that
she is supporting my amendment, and
perhaps she is pleased that I have
come to agree with her.

.Ms. FIEDLER. Absolutely.

Mr. WAXMAN. We are in agreement
that there are serious guestions about
this whole system, enough so that we
ought not to go forward.

We had a technical committee look
at the first 4.4 miles. They are ready
to start digging for that first 4.4 miles.
The technical committee talked about
abandoned oil wells. There used to be
a lot of oil in the Los Angeles area.
They had a lot of oil wells, and the oil
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was pumped out. They asked what
would happen if they would hit an oil
well. Well, there would be a potential
_explosion.

So they said, “Well, they have got to
get some sensing devices.” :

There is no such thing as a sensing
device that will alert them until they
hit one of those abandoned oil wells.
They are going to have to feel their
way through, put bells and whistles on
all the equipment and hope that they
are lucky. .

It is a tenet of my liberal faith to be
for rapid transit, and I speak to my
Democratic colleagues who heard the
gentleman from California. [Mr. AN-
DERSON] talk about why Los Angeles
needs rapid transit.

We need something desperately. We
have congestion, we have too much
traffic and we have too much pollu-
tion from automobiles, but because we
want something does not mean thag
this is what we ought to vote for and
ram through when it does not make
sense. We have got to reevaluate it
even though the RTD people are not
willing to step back and reevaluate
their own mistakes.

I just want to peint out to my col-
leagues that there have been times
when we have voted for things that
did not turn out to be what the most
optimistic supporters indicated they
should be. We should not repeat the
mistakes of other cities.

New York City is just completing a
$1 billion subway tunnel that has a
leaking roof and no connection boints
to the subway system. Pittsburgh suf-
fered through many years of embar-
rassment with a multimillion dollar
bridge that went nowhere.

We do not need a tunnel in Los An-

geles that is going to explode and is

going to cost more money than we can
afford. .

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman from Califor-
nia [Ms. FIEDLER] has again expired.

(By unanimous consent, Miss FIEDLER
was allowed to proceed for 3 additional
minutes.) .

Miss FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, I
would like to respond to a couple of
the arguments that were made earlier
by the gentleman from California [Mr.,
ANDERSON]. He talked about this city
being the largest city in the entire
world without a rapid mass transit
system. ~

If you take a look at some of the
projections for this particular
project—and remember those projec-
tions indicated that they were going to
go along a specific 18%-mile route, and
we do not have that 18%-mile route
any longer—you will see that they
expect to have a ridership 25 percent
higher than New York City. Now,
right now in New York they have
about 50 percent of the population
using public transportation. In Los An-
geles they expect to have now 2% per-
cent of the population using public
transit and an increase of one-half of 1
percent as a result of this subway
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system. So they are not. going to take
masses of people off the road, even if
every single person they project rides
on the system, so I believe that the es-
timates are grossly inaccurate. .

As far as the support of the Gover-
nor is concerned, we received in our
office just today a letter from the
Governor talking about this bill, and it
listed about 4 provisions of this bill
that the’ Governor thought were im-
portant. However, there was no men-
tion whatsoever of the subway in this
particular memorandum which just
came in today dealing with this par-
ticular bill, which I think shows that
there is not the kind of enthusiastic
support from the State leadership
that they are trying to project.

Mr. DREIER of California. Mr.
Chairman, will the gentlewoman
yield?

Miss FIEDLER. Yes, I am happy to
yield to the gentleman from Califor-
nia.

Mr. DREIER of California. Mr.
Chairman, I just wanted to ask the
gentleweman if she believes that be-
cause the Governor did not have the
subject mentioned in that interoffice
memorandum, he is no longer support-
ing the system?

Miss FIEDLER. No; I do not mean to
say that he is no longer supporting it,
but I do recall that there was an arti-
cle in the Daily News which indicated
that he did have some questions about
the economic aspects of it.

0 1500

I know from the beginning he has
not been overly enthusiastic because
of the economic implications. I am not
trying to speak for him. I am simply
mentioning the fact in a memorandum
sent to us today on this particular bill
that they do not deem the Metrorail
system to be sufficiently important to
them from that standpoint.

Mr. DREIER of California. Was this
a memorandum that he distributed?

Miss FIEDLER. No; this was sent by
Karen Spencer. Her father is one of

- the lobbyists on the Metrorail, so it

was rather unusual that it was not
mentioned, given the amount of ef-
forts that her family had put into it,
but she is representing the administra-
tion’s concern at the gubernatorial
level and it was not mentioned in this
memo. )

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr.
will the gentlelady yield?

Miss FIEDLER. I am happy to yield
to the gentleman from California.

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, the
gentlelady earlier asked me to yield
about the Governor’s office. The Gov-
ernor’s office today, contacted us and
reassured us that they fully support
this project. That is just today from
the Governor’s office.

Miss FIEDLER. Well, I am glad the
gentleman received that communica-
tion from the Governor's office, be-
cause I, too, had communication with
an important office, that of the OMB
and spoke to the director, Mr. Miller,

Chairian,
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on the - issue, and they continue to
strongly oppose it, as the administra-
tion has consistently, in spite of the
fact that they have been pushed by
the House committees to come to an
agreement based upon-the legislative
effort of the Congress.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentlewoman from California has
again expired.

(At the request of Mr. WaxMAK, and
by unanimous consent, Ms. FIEDLER
was allowed to proceed for 3 additional
minutes.)

Mr. WAXMAN. Will the gentlewom-
an yield? .
Miss FIEDLER. I yield to the gentle-

man from California. ‘

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, 1 just
want to point out that while my
Democratic friend, the gentleman
from California [Mr. ANDERSON] ap-
peals to the position of Republican
Governor Deukmejian, I will appeal
on the basis of the statement of the
President of the United States when
he singled this program out as one of
the biggest wastes of money that he
could imagine, and in one of his radio
addresses condemned the whole idea
of the L.A. Metrorail system.

Look, many people supported this
thing, as did I, and locked themselves
into it, and they are not in a position
to reevaluate it. -

I would be here supporting it, except
for the fact that through a real explo-
sion I started to pay attention to the
matter to look at some of the details
and the more I looked at some of
these details, the more I am convinced
that you cannot write a blank check
for the' RTD people in Los Angeles
and tell them to go forward, here is $1
billion, add some more to it, get start-
ed. I think that is a naive way for us to
proceed.

"I have lost confidence in this and I
urge you if you have any doubts to
hold back on funding this thing until
we find out and we can decide whether
the whole thing makes sense for us to
fund in the future.

Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman yield?

Miss FIEDLER. I am happy to yield
to my colleague, the gentleman from
California. )

Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, I was
not really clear whether the memo the
gentlewoman mentioned is from the
Governor or is an internal memo of
the office and is the opinion of some
of the Governor’s staff. I wonder if
the gentlewoman could clarify that.

Miss FIEDLER. No; I said very specif-
ically that it was 2 memo from Karen
Spencer to the California delegation.

Mr. DIXON. To the gentlewoman's
knowledge, does she know if the Gov-
ernor has a position on this matter?

Miss FIEDLER. Well, I would not
imagine that his staff would be taking
2 position on specific issues; without
his authority. I do not know if he is
aware of it.
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Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, will the
gentlewoman yield further?

Ms. FIEDLER. Not at this moment,
I would like to respond to the gentle-

-man.

Mr. DIXON. The gentlewoman does
not know whether the Governor has a
position on this or not?

Ms. FIEDLER. No; I do understand
that the Governor does have a posi-
tion in support of the project, but the
point that I was making, is not that he
did uaot support it, the point I was
making was that he did not deem it
sufficiently important, nor did his
staff deem it sufficiently important, to
mention it as one or four important
areas in this bill to support.

Mr. ROYBAL. Mr. Chairman, 1
move to strike the requisite number of
words.

Mr. Chairman, I would like to assure
the Members of the House that no one
wants to force this project through. I
have heard that statement made sev-
eral times. No one wants to force this
project through because we want the
project to continue because of the
great need we find in Los Angeles and
the surrounding areas.

We also want to make it clear that
no one wants to proceed with a project
that is not safe. That is as clear as it
possibly can be.

The truth of the matter is just yes-
terday a letter was received by the
gentleman from California [MTr.
WaxmMaN] and others that says in part:

Certainly the studies conducted in re-
sponse to the March 1985, explosion and
fire in the Wilshire-Fairfax area provide
new information pertinent to the project.
‘While this information prompted our care-
ful review or reevaluation of the environ-
mental record, it is not so significant that
would find it necessary to invoke the more
formal procedures associated with the filing
of a supplemental EIS.

Now, let us say that is not correct.
Let us go along with the request that
the gentleman from California [Mr.
WaxmMaN] is making, but there is no
need to go to the point where we

. delete all the funds for this project.

The truth of the matter is that the
moneys that are now available for the
construction of MOS-1 are moneys
that will be spent for a project that is
all in my district, not in the district of
the gentleman from California- [Mr.

‘WaxmaN] or anyone else’s district. All

of that is in the district that I repre-
sent.

Now, if after that is done they do
not want it to go west, I will support
that contention. I will present to this
House later on. an amendment that
will definitely, if it does pass, make it
possible for a survey to be made to
find out whether or not it is practical
te extend this program to the east. In
the eastern section of the city, we find
a tremendcus population that is un-
served by mass transportation or any
transportation at all practically, a
group of people who come into the
city of Los Angeles almost on a daily
basis, who drive from 40 to 50 miles a
day, that would need something like
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this. That I will do, but to strike out
these funds. I believe is irresponsible.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, wiil
the gentleman yield to me?

Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to my col-
league, the gentleman from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

The first segment is 4.4 miles. The
whole system is supposed to be ‘18
iniles. After the first 4.4 miles, which
is in the district of the gentleman
from California [Mr. Rovysarl, the
present plan is to have it all go
through my district for the remainder.

Now, the gentleman from California
[Mr. RovsaLl indicated that he is
going to offer an amendment in a few
minutes, after this one is disposed of,
that would have them do a feasibility
study by going east. Now, I am going
to support that amendment, because
orie of the reasons we need rapid tran-
sit in Los Angeles is to get some of the
people from the minority communities
to work; but this whole system is not
going through some of the communi-
ties that need the transportation the
most.

I do not know whether it makes
sense or not, but we ought to look at
it.

The point I would make is this. We
may not have anything more than a
4.4- mile subway system, at the cost of
millions of dollars, and someone will
pull to the east and someone else will
pull to the west and we may decide to
do nothing. Well, that is a tremendous
waste of money to do that without
knowing where the rest of it is going.
If we decide to go east, that will be the
decision. Then we will go with the
money and then fund the whole

‘system.

Mr. ROYBAL. The gentleman is
drawing a conclusion that is not based
on fact and is not based on $tudy. The
gentleman is asking for a study to the
west and then deleting the money, re-
gardless of which way that study goes.

Now, if that money is kept in place
and a study is made, then whatever de-
cision is made would be made on fact,
not on fantasy. What I hear today are
just merely opinions of jindividuals

who have been against this project, no-

matter how good it was.

We need that project, I say to the
gentleman from California [Mr.
WaxmMmaN] in Los Angeles. The gentle-
man himself said that the city of Los
Angeles needs transportation. Let us
give it a chance. Let us leave the
money in there and let us have an op-
poriunity to get the survey the gentle-
man wants and have it done and then
reach a conclusion.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman from California has ex-

‘pired.

(At the request of Mr. Waxman, and
by unanimous consent, Mr. ROYBAL
was allowed to proceed for 1 additional
minute.)

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?
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Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to the gentle-
man from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
think we need a rapid transit system
in Los Angeles. I once supported this
system until I saw that there are so
many problems inherent in terms of
safety, feasibility, and whether it
makes financial sense to go forward
with it.

Mr. ROYBAL. That is on the gentie-
man’s side of the town.

Mr. WAXMAN. But let us not spend
money on something until we know
that there is going to be a whole
system there. The gentleman wouid
have us go to the east. It may make
sense, it may not. The RTD people
want it to go to the west. .

Do we want to dig a hole and spend
a billion dollars doing it, while we in
Los Angeles decide whether we are
going to have a rapid transit system or
not and decide whether it is going to
go east or west? It seems to me we
should wait until we decide that and
then spend the money on the system.

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROYBAL. Mr:. Chairman, I will
not yield at this moment, because I
think this deserves a response.

What the gentleman is saying again,".
sticking to his original premise, that
what the gentleman wants is to delete
the funds and then make a decision.

I say to the gentleman that the pru-.
dent and the smart thing to do is to
leave the money in there, conduct
those plans and studies and then make
a recommendation and a finding based
on those studies. I think that is the
proper thing to do, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote against this amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN. The tlme of the
gentleman from California has again
expired.

(At the request of Ms. FIEDLER, and

by unanimous consent, Mr. RoYBAL

was allowed to proceed for 1 additional
minute.)

Ms. FIEDLER Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, the
gentleman read initially a letter which
had been sent to my colleague and
myself regarding the environmental
impact study and said that there was
not much relevance, given what was
stated; but the truth is that from the
time the explosion took place, Con-
gressman WAXMAN held hearings re-
garding it. The concern was so great
that they went from a fixed 18.6-mile
route to a 4.4-mile route and they do
not know where the balance of it is
going, so the concern was rather great.

I would like to say also that I think
the gentleman is right to ask for a
study. The east Los Angeles area as
well as other areas of the city have a
very high level of need. In fact, I be-
lieve a néed which is well in excess of
the Wilshire quarter and ought to be
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first or second, rather than last, which
is what is going to happen when this
money has funneled down Wailshire
Boulevard. It is not going to end up in

east LA or in the south-central part-

where there is the largest group of
population that needs transit the

- most.

Mr. ROYBAL. Mr. Chairman, I
would suggest to the gentlewoman the
thing to do is not to throw out the

baby with the bath water, but let it

live and breathe. Let us find out
whether it has a future.

I do not know whether the route to
the east side is feasible, I really do not.
It may not be. Let us get a study and
base our conclusion on that study.

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the
gentleman from California has again
expired. .

(At the request of Mr. DREIER of
California, and by unanimous consent,
Mr. RoyBaL was allowed to proceed for
3 additional minutes.)

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, with
the gentleman yield? )

Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to the gentle-
woman from California. -

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, just
for a final closing comment, you will
find I believe as you investigate the
possibility of a route.into east Los An-
geles that there are a large number of
above-ground lines in place and that
for a relatively small amount of
money, comparatively, and I have
been told the estimates are about $8
million a mile, that it is feasible to
take a route of that kind. To drain
very important public transit re-
sources on a $300-million-a-mile
system is going to take away the re-
sources that could reach a broad seg-
ment of the community, instead of
funneling it into a very narrow seg-
ment with a very tiny population to be
served. That is one of the reasons I op-
posed this project, and also would
expect to support the amendment of
the gentleman from California [Mr.
RoysaL] when the time comes.

Mr. DREIER of California. Mr,
Chairman, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to the gentle-
man from California.

Mr. DREIER of California. Mr.
Chairman, I thank my friend for yield-
ing.

I think it is important for us to real-
ize that there is no possibility whatso-
ever that this could only become a 4.4-
mile system. The fact of the matter is
that there are tremendous packages
along the New Century Freeway and
other areas where light rail is being in-
stalled and it is an integral part of this
whole overall package. So some who
fear that it might become only a 4.4-
mile system, I believe are wrong be-
cause of local funding which has con-
tinued to proceed.

Mr. ROYBAL. Mr. Chairman, just
again in conclusion, my position is not
set in concrete. I do not say that the
only way to go is east. What I say is
that a study should be made that
would include the study that the gen-
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tleman from California [Mr. WAXMAN]
wants and that a determination be
made on those studies.

It could well be that the study will
indicate that it is feasible to go both
ways, but I do not know. I am not an
engineer and I am not an expert in
this field at all; however, there are
people who are experts who can con-
duct these studies. We in the Congress
who are not experts I think can go
along with those experts who make
these recommendations. :

What I am asking today is that we
just do not throw out the entire
project simply because we have some
misconceived idea that it is no good
and that it cannot go any place, but

let us do it right, let us do what we can .

to accommodate the gentleman from
California [Mr. WaxmMaN], as far as his
study is concerned.

Let us do the same thing so far as
my recommendations and let us come
up with a recommendation, but let us
not delete the money that is being de-
leted by this amendment.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will

 the gentleman yield to me?

Mr. ROYBAL. I yield to the gentle-
man from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, I do
want the Members to know that this
amendment provides for environmen-
tal impact studies to go on. We would
have funds still available for them to
do these other activities, to see where
they want to go. We are.not deleting
the funds for that. We are deleting
funds for them to start until we know
where it is going. .

I appreciate the genuine differences
that I have with my good friend.

Mr. ROYBAL. Mr. Chairman, what
the gentleman is doing is deleting all
the funds for my district.

Mr. WAXMAN. And the rest of the
program as well. ¥

Mr. ROYBAL. No, only my district.

Mr. WAXMAN. No, all of it. The
gentleman has already admitted, this
is the rest of the bill. :
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Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, I move
to strike the requisite number of
words.

Mr. Chairman, it is certainly with
great reluctance that I rise in opposi-
tion to this amendment, primarily be-
cause the gentleman from California,
Mr. HENRY WAXMAN, and I have joined
a long time ago in political alliances,
and in a close friendship. I served with
him not only in the Congress but in
the State legislature.

But HENRY WAXMAN is wrong on this
issue, and he is wrong on this issue be-
cause he keeps repeating the same
thing to himself, “It is unsafe,” and he
refuses to acknowledge any expertise
in this matter that says that it is safe.
That is the reason that he is wrong.

Let me review what happened last
year. Some statements have been
made here on the floor that we do not
know where it is going. We know
where it is going. It is going from
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downtown Los Angeles to the valley.
But there is a gap at the present time,
and that is called MOS-2. That gap
was brought about by an agreement
between JuLIAN DixoN and HENRY
WaxMaN. What did we do? We acted
reasonably. Despite the preponder-
ance of the expert testimony that it
was reasonably safe—reasonably safe—
to drill through the high-potential
area, we said, “HENRY WAXMAN, you
have a point. We’ll take it out of that
area,” and we are now investigating
three or four alternatives.

We said, “We'll go one further,
HENRY WaxMAN. We’ll appoint an-
other technical committee. After the
State OSHA looked at this, after RTD
experts have looked at it, we’ll go you
one better. We’ll appoint a technical
committee.”

We said, “We’ll do better than that.
This will be a committee appointed by
the transportation chairman of the
city council. We'll aliow you two ex-
perts. Name your two experts.”

HENRY WAXMAN named them. Yes,
they came back with some recommen-
dations, 12 in nature. About seven of
those had already been addressed, but
it is always best to dot the “i” and
cross the “t” twice. The city council -
took a look at the recommendation.

What was the recommendation? The
recommendation was, “Follow these
safety guidelines, and it’s safe to
build.” B

So the State of California has looked
at it, RTD has looked at it, a number
of people have looked at it.

What did Mr. WaxMaN do next?

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DIXON. I will yield to the gen-
tleman after I make my entire state-
ment. I will ask for unanimous consent

_and I will yield to him at that point.

What did Mr. WaxXMAN do next? As
Mr. RoyBAL says, he wrote and talked
to the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, the Urban Mass Transportation
Agency. On August 5, once again he
received a letter. Let me read part of
it:

In our reevaluation we had the opportuni-
ty to consider the expert opinions of two in-
dependent panels who examined the safety
aspects of this project. As you know—

Meaning Mr. WAXMAN—

these reviews involve both the areas of con-
cern which you noted in your letter and
your earlier comments on the environmen-
tal documents. It is accurate to say that
both panels found ways to improve the
project but that they felt the project could

- be constructed and operated safely if the

recommended precautionary measures were
followed.

Now what does Mr. Waxman say in
his “Dear Colleague”? He says that
there are uncharted, abandoned oil
wells. I assume that he is referring to
MOS-1.

There are no uncharted abandoned
oil wells in Mr. RovBaL’s district as it
relates to the course of MOS-1. There
is not one demographic map that
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shows any of them in that spot. Even

if there were——

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chauman wiil
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DIXON. I explained to the gen-
tleman when I would yield. Then I will
be glad to yield to him. I am going to
ask unanimous consent for additional
time, and at that point m time I will
yield to him.

Even if there were abandoned oil
wells that we are unaware of that are
not on any maps, we now have the
technology to discover them before we
get to them.

He talks about methane gas.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore (Mr.
TRAXLER). The time of the gentleman
from California [Mr. Dixon] has ex-
pired.

(On request of Mr. Dreier of Cali-
fornia and by unanimous consent, Mr.
DixoN was allowed to proceed for 5 ad-
ditional minutes.)

Mr. DIXON. He relates his con-
cern—and a justifiable one—for an ex-
plosion that occurred in his district,

“and there was an explosion at a Ross
Dress for Less store. But I submit that
the explosion had nothing to do with
the building cf a subway. The explo-
sion did have something tc do with
methane gas. In the foundation of
that building was a gas leak. It ex-

.~ ploded because there was no ventila-
tion to allow the pressure to be re-
moved. It was a lack of knowledge that
the gas was leaking and there was no
ventilation to allow it to escape.

It is like seeing a major accident at
an intersection and saying that the
intersection is unsafe. That explosion
had nothing to do with technology
that is availakle to tunnel.

The city council of Los Angeles, and
in particular the same area that Mr.
WAXMAN represents, the city council-
man who represents that area sup-
ports this. I dare say a large number
of the California delegation support it,
the State legislature supports it, the
mayor supports it, and the Governor
supports it.

We have bent over three times to
give Mr. WaxmAN every- consideration
on the safety issue, but Mr. Waxman
does not want to believe any expert
except his own. That is his right, but
certainly we should move forward on
this project.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. DIXON. I am glad to yield to
the gentleman from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. I thank the gentle-
man for yielding to me.

Mr. Chairman, I do want {c confirm
the fact that we have been friends for
many years, and I hope that we will
continue to be for many years more.
We have a difference of opinion on
this question, which grieves me, be-
cause we have so few differences of
opinion in most of the day-to-day ac-
tivities before the Congress and back
home in Los Angeles.

The report of the technical people
who looked at this thing said, “This is
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a dangerous project, but we think that
we can minimize the danger,” and
they gave 12 recommendations for the
first segment to minimize the danger.
That minimization is based on bells
and whistles with the expectation that
people will be alerted to a likely explo-
sion, hopefully before it takes place.

There is a fellow named Wagner,
who was not one of my appointees to
this technical committee, who talked
about the place being filled with aban-
doned oil wells, oil gas fields. And he
said, “If you hit that metal pipe with
your boring equipment, I'll guarantee
you’ll have a big fire down there.”

I have seen gas pipes struck by con-
struction equipment a number of
times, and it starts right off. It is a
point of considerable concern to me. -

These people expressed their con-
cern. We were told a year age by Mr.
Dixon, “This is the most studied
project ever in terms of safety,” and
then we had a technical committee
come up with 12 major recommenda-
tions to minimize the dangers that
those people that had studied it never

‘saw before.

One of the members of the technical
committee wrote a letter to the Los
Angeles Times. Unfortunately it has
not yet been printed. But he talked
about the tragic Challenger flight and
compared this subway system to that.

We think in terms of progress, send-
ing people  into space, trunneling
through the Earth for mass transit
systems. But let us also think about

the potential risks, and let us minimize .

those risks and minimize the expendi-
ture of money wastefully by making
sure that the project is sound.

That is all that I ask, that we make
sure that this is sound in all ways
before we start throwing money into
it. ;

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. '‘Chairman,
will the gentleman yield? *

Mr. DIXON. I yield to the gentle-
man from California.

Mr. ANDERSON. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding..

Mr. Chairman, I just want to follow
up on a remark that the gentleman
made a while ago about abandoned oil
well casings and MOS-1. I wanted to
expand on it a little bit.

It is my understanding that there is
no direct evidence of any abandoned
oil well casings to be encountered in
the MOS-1 portion of the Metrorail
project. This conclusion results from a
review of all available records, includ-
ing photographs of the affected area
from earliest times available.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The

time of the gentleman from California

[Mr. DixoN] has again expired.

(By unanimous consent, Mr. DixonN
was allowed to proceed for 3 a,ddltlonal
minutes.)

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman,
will the gentleman yield further?

Mr. DIXON. I yield to the gentle-
man from California.

Mr. ANDERSON. Nonetheless, rec-
ognizing that there could be an unde-

cently,
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termined oil well casing in MOS-1 or
elsewhere along the alignment, it has
been considered prudent to provide for
the unexpected. To this end, SCRTD
has been studying oil well casing loca-
tion techniques since 1984. More re-
SCRTD has become  knowl-
edgeable of the state-of-the-art in oil
fields for locating oil well casings.
These techniques have been reviewed
in detail and, as a result, a similar pro-
cedure was developed to be used in the
L.A. Metrorail tunnel construction.
The applied technique will require -
all tunnel contractors to use a magne-
tometer survey in advance of tunnel-
ing operations. A bored hole will be
placed in advance of tunnel excavation
and magnetometer readings main-

tained a minimum of 50 feet in front

of the tunnel face to ascertain any
anomalies indicating metal. The con-
tractor will be required to mine by
hand from a pcint 5 feet before and
until 5 feet after the indicated location
of the anomaly, thereby preventing
the unexpected penetration of an oil
well casing by a tunneling machine.
Any casing could then be safely re-
moved and tunneling would resume.
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They have taken every precaution
and they are studying this further. I
think it is probably the most studied,
one of the best, and will be the most
safely constructed project in the coun-
try.

Mr. DIXON. I would agree.

Let me just make two points.

Whatever the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. WaxmaN] says about the
technical committee, it is a fact that
all of them signed the report saying
that it would be safe if, in fact, these
12 issues were addressed. RTD ad-
dressed some of these issues.

I just want to point to the kind of
emotion that the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. WaxmMaN] uses in this. He
talks about whistles and alarms or
bells, as he calls them. I am sure that
there is nothing in there that says
that they are going to use whistles or
bells to detect methane, but only that
once it is detected by more sophisticat-
ed equipment, whistles or bells may be
used to send an alarm.

Finally, the gentleman from Califor-
nia [Mr. RoyvsaLl] has handed me a
note that he just received from his
staff at 3:18 that the Governor’s office
called and said the Governor is in full
support of what you are doing and
wanted you to know that.

Ladies and gentleman of this House,
I am saying that in this rare instance,
the gentleman from California [Mr.
WaxMaN] is not going to be satisfied
with any safety reports by any experts
except his own. We have given consid-
eration in every form to reasonable re-
quests of the gentleman. It is time for
us to move on, on this issue.

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield?
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Mr. DIXON. 1 yield to the gentle-
woman from California. .

Ms. FIEDLER. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman for yielding. ’

Previously the gentleman made the
comment that there were no oil wells
running through the middle of that
area. I asked my staff to bring back to
the floor a map which I had brought
to the floor on a previous debate
which in yellow marks the route, in
black marks all of the underground oil
wells which have been specifically
charted which they know about.

But I would like to make a comment
in addition to that from the technical
review committee report. It says in the
first item:

A rush of methane gas at higher pressures
than found during the Ross explosion could
be encountered during construction .if an
abandoned oil well is struck. Neither Metro
rail nor Cal-OSHA has adequately planned
for drilling into abandoned oil wells along
the tunnel path. According to panel mem-
bers such an event has a high probability of
occurring because of the unusual number of
unchartered oil wells in the area.

I thank my colleague for yielding.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. (Mr.
CoLEMAN of Texas). The time of the
gentleman from California [Mr.
Dixon] has again expired.

(By unanimous consent, Mr. DIXON
was allowed to proceed for 3 additional
minutes.)

Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, I would
like to respond to the geantlewoman
from California [Ms. FIEpLER]. This is
the kind of expertise that I am talking
about. The gentlewoman brings a map
onto this floor as if we are experts.
The expert reports say that there are
no oil wells in MOS-1’s path.

As it relates to methane gas, certain-
ly a rush of gas like that in Ross Dress
for Less Stores could be a danger, and
that is if it is not mitigated. This is
1986. We know there is gas there. We
have the technology to mitigate that
gas. So there is no question that if
that gas went unmitigated, it would
cause tremendous damage. We know
the gas is there. We know how to cor-
rect it, or at least the scientists do, and
that is the reason it is safe.

However, we are not going into that
area. That was the agreement between
the gentleman from California [Mr.
Waxman] and myself.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Chairman, will
the gentleman yield? i

Mr. DIXON. I will be happy to yield
to the gentleman from California.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr: Chairman, I just
must say the gentleman is incorrect in
his statement.

The head of the Office of Occupational
safety and Health for the State of Califor-
nia, Mr. Byron Iskanian was asked about
this tunneling, and he was asked in the first
segment: “Do you expect to hit gas oils, oil
wells?”’ .

He replied, “Yes, I think we prob-
ably will. Mr. Waggoner addressed the
cutting head that’s rotating—you are
not going to get much warning. I don't
know what we will do about that.”

All of the members of the Commis-
sion signed the report, but two mem-
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bers indicated that they were object-
ing to the general conclusion of the
report dealing with the project feasi-
bility in any wording that appeared to
give the project an overall stamp of
approval from the committee,

The best we can say is that this
thing now that has been restudied is
still unsafe, and my first concern was
when I read what the Metrorail’s own
engineers said. They said it is unsafe.
They thought they could mitigate
some cf the damage. They thought
they could handie, it, but they did not
look at the alternatives.

Let us make them look at the alter-
natives. Why should we be committed
to something that is not something
minor or trivial, but an explosion that
could kill people? Why do we have to
go forward with that?

I beg you, let us not close our eyes to
the fact that there is genuine danger.

Mr. DIXON. Mr. Chairman, first the
gentleman started talking about it was
unsafe. He has not proved that. Now
he is talking about going to alterna-
tives.

We have given the gentleman every
reasonable- doubt and more. It is time
for us to move on.

Mr. CONTE. Mr. Chairman, I move
to strike the requisite number of

-words, and I rise in opposition to the

amendment, which would prohibit the
Secretary of Transportation from en-
tering into any contract with the
Southern California Rapid Transit
District until a supplemental EIS ‘is
completed.” i

In last year’s continuing resolution,
the Congress approved and the Presi-
dent signed into law language direct-
ing the Secretary to negotiate a full-
funding agreement for the initial mini-
mum operable segment of the Metro-
rail project. In response to that direc-

tive, negotiations were held, and on-

July 11, Secretary Dole announced
that agreement had been reached to
proceed with Metrorail construction.
Groundbreaking for the project is
scheduled for this fall.

Mr. Chairman, this is one of the
most cost-beneficial of the various new
start transit projects currently under
consideration. Approximately 45 per-
cent of Metrorail’s cost will come from
non-Federal sources—a clear demon-
stration of the local support for this

- project.

In 1980, Los Angeles County taxpay-
ers approved a sales tax increase to
help fund the Metrorail project. And
California Gov. George Deukmejian
has pledged $400 million in State
funds toward the completion of this
vital transportation link.

Mr. Chairman, this project will allow
Los Angeles to begin to address the in-

tolerable traffic congestion and poor '

air quality that have become common
in that city. Clearly when a problem

- has become so serious that it is the

constant subject of comment in
Johnny Carson’s nightly monolog,
something needs to be done.
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This project has a long history of
widespread, bipartisan support fron:
this House. The various safety issues
that were raised by the gentleman
from California {Mr. WaxMan] during
last year’s debate on the transporta-

tion appropriation bill, are being ad-

dressed by the blue ribbon study
panel. Further delays, of the type con-
templated by this amendment, would
only serve to increase the ultimate
cost of completing this project.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the defeat of
this amendment.
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Mr. DREIER of California. Mr.
Chairman, I move to strike the requi-
site number of words.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to
the amendment. I think it is impor-
tant for us to look at the history of
this entire issue. Over the past several
years, the nearly 6 since I have been
here, we have consistently, on the
floor of the House of Representatives,
been debating this issue.

To me, I am sure many of our col-
leagues are tired of the continued dis-
cussion about the Los Angeles Metro
rail. I have to tell you that when I
first went to California to go to col-
lege, and that was nearly 15 years ago,
we had talk about how we were going
to address the problem of turning the
corner on the transportation crisis-
that we faced.

Here we are today, 15 years later,
still debating that question. I am not
one who has consistently believed that
every commission that looks into
safety questions should be trusted. In
fact, there are many examples of that
in my district, where I have challenged
many so-called authorities on the issue
of toxic waste . disposal and other
items.

There is no doubt in my mind what-
soever that this issue has been dis-
cussed and discussed and discussed and
studied and studied and studied and,
as