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30TH DisTRICT, CALIFORNIA

September 5, 2007

The Honorable R. James Nicholson
Secretary

Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20420-0002

Dear Secretary Nicholson:

Thank you again for furnishing my office with numerous records regarding veterans’
services, land use and the CARES process at the West LA VA. I appreciate your supplying me
with this information. Based on my review of these records, and understanding of the issues
surrounding the West LA campus, I am requesting further clarification and additional
documentation, on the following subjects:

Leases:

I believe the VA may be exceeding the scope of sharing agreements at the West LA VA.
It is my understanding sharing agreements are intended to be used for sharing healthcare
facilities. However, many of the furnished leases and leases outlined below are for non-
healthcare uses. Please advise me whether the VA has entered into leases that exceed the
intended scope of VA sharing agreements.

I am also interested to know whether any of the sharing agreements, leases or contracts
require or encourage the leasing partner to employ veterans as a term of the agreement.

1 also have concerns about the overall environmental impacts of the leases, both
separately and cumulatively. Please advise me whether the VA has complied with all local and
federal environmental requirements, including NEPA. Please advise me whether traffic studies
and public hearings have been held or will be held with respect to the leases.

In addition, from my review of the records provided by the VA, it appears several leases
were not included as a part of the document release. Therefore, I would appreciate your
providing me with the following leases and answering the questions below. If additional leases
have been executed since the time the VA furnished the documents in December 2006, please
identify and supply them as well.






