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Mr. Speaker. Next month the State of Israel will celebrate its 60™ anniversary. Indeed
there are many reasons to be proud.

Despite a backdrop of conflicts, boycotts, and constant regional turmoil, Israel has
managed to generate a vigorous economy, a vibrant democracy, and a robust military. It has
emerged as the closest and strongest ally the United States has in the Middle East and perhaps in
the entire world.

Some say Israel’s success is a miracle. Maybe that comes as an easy explanation for a
land steeped in Biblical history. The reality of course is that the Israeli people don’t sit around
waiting for miracles - they create them.

From the battlefield of hard-fought wars to the produce fields of flowering kibbutzim,
Israelis have accomplished feats many deemed impossible. They built up strong democratic
institutions in a region hostile to their values. They turned a chaotic influx of Jews from Europe,
Africa, the Americas and the Middle East into a prospering Jewish homeland that reflects the
most varied traditions and trajectories of Jewish history. Time and time again, with the support
of the United States, Israelis have taken great risks to seek peaceful coexistence with their Arab
neighbors.

One of the issues closest to my heart is Israeli ingenuity in environmental conservation.
While Israel’s commitment to the environment has moral and economic dimensions, it has also
been a security imperative.

For much of its existence, Israel has been subjected to Arab oil embargoes. Today,
soaring oil prices are enriching adversaries like Iran that are bent on its destruction. With the
price of oil now reaching $100 a barrel, Iran is reaping more than $90 billion in revenue a year.
Those profits are being passed on to a dangerous nuclear program and terrorist cells in Lebanon,
Syria, Gaza and beyond.

The United States and Israel have built strong security ties to address these threats. But
we need to explore energy-oriented solutions to help us overcome an addiction to oil that is
driving prices even higher. I think Americans can learn a lot from Israel about water and energy
conservation, and the use of solar power and other energy alternatives. Working together we can
do even more to reduce carbon emissions and reverse climate changes that threaten our national
interests.



For many, including my own parents and relatives, the idea of a Jewish state was a
dream. Its creation was indeed a miracle. Since then, the U.S.-Israel alliance has only grown
stronger. Today, we can look forward to many more decades of peaceful and prosperous
partnership.

Congratulations to the Israeli government and the Israeli people on the 60™ anniversary.



